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answered they were Englishmen from the city of London, and that the vessel belonged to the king of England, He asked them what they had come to look for in those parts. They told him the king had fitted out that vessel and another to go and discover the land of the Great Khan, but that on the way, they met with a storm, during which they lost sight of their consort and had never seen her again. They held on their course and reached the frozen sea where they met large islands of ice. Being unable to pass that way, they altered their course but ran into a sea as hot as water in a boiler. For fear lest the water should melt the pitch of their vessel, they turned about and carne to explore Newfoundland, where they found some 50 Spanish, French and Portuguese fishing-vessels. They desired to land there in order to have tidings of the Indians, but on reaching the shore the Indians killed the pilot, who they said was a Piedmontese by birth. Setting sail thence they made their way for some 400 leagues and more along the coast of the new land where Ayllon took his colony. Thence they crossed over and came to explore the island of St. John.
He asked them what they were looking for in these islands. They answered that they wished to examine them in order to give the king of England an account thereof; when they had explored them, they would take a load of Brazil-wood and return home. They inquired for the course to Santo Domingo and about the harbour there, and who was in charge of the island, as they wished to go and examine it. He told them everything and they made a note of the same.
The captain of the English ship invited Gines Navarro to come on board; which he did and was shown all over it. She had only wine, flour and provisions, with some clothes, linen goods and other articles for barter, and much good artillery. There were also carpenters, smiths and a forge, other artisans, tools to build more vessels in case of necessity and an oven for baking bread. The whole ship's company that he saw would number as many as 70 people. He states that the captain asked him if he could read Latin or Spanish: for he wished to show him the orders which he brought from the king of England. Since he was unable to read, he did not see them.
The captain and some 25 or 30 men went ashore at Mona and remained there until Wednesday afternoon. All came armed. They went on board for Santo Domingo, and on Thursday morning shot off two lombards and blew a trumpet and set sail in the direction of Santo Domingo, until they were out of sight.
The said Gines Navarro remained at Mona until Friday, when he came to this island.